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After meeting with students and staff this past year, President Boren announced his decisions related to 
gender-neutral housing and initiatives to provide a safe and comfortable environment for all students.   
 
“We are not changing our basic policy to adopt gender-neutral housing,” said Boren.  “We seek to create a 
truly diverse sense of community and avoid separation by group identity.  We will, however, initiate a 
series of positive steps to improve the environment for students with special housing issues.”   
 
First, housing contracts for freshmen will be modified to provide notice that special housing needs may be 
discussed confidentially with Diane Brittingham, Associate Director of Housing and Food Services and 
Director of Residence Life.   
 
Second, the University will open a pilot program in which a co-educational area will be made available 
for freshmen with a limited number of living spaces.  This space will be evenly balanced between 
genders.  Universities across the state employ this practice as well, including Oklahoma State University 
and others.   
 
Third, decisions made in response to requests for room assignment changes will be made by Housing 
Services.  If a student wishes to appeal this decision, he/she should contact the Office of the Vice 
President for Student Affairs by calling (405) 325-3161.   
 
Fourth, mandatory sensitivity and resource training related to gender orientation will be required for 
Resident Advisers.  As immediate points of contact for students living on campus, training in these 
situations will be vital to ensuring that all students feel comfortable in their living environment so they 
may succeed academically.     
 
Fifth, a maximum response time of 24 hours will be established for urgent room change requests for 
current students.  In the event of these type of requests, Housing Services already works to change room 
assignments for students within hours, if necessary.   
 
Sixth, if Housing assigns a person to a single room for reasons of safety and special circumstances, the 
single room rate will be waived, allowing the student to continue to pay the same rate as previously 
determined.   
 
Lastly, upperclassmen may also contact the Housing office for special consideration of housing options 
by calling Diane Brittingham at (405) 325-2511.  Both men and women should feel free to contact Kathy 
Moxley, Director of the Women’s Outreach Center, for advising and support on these issues by calling 
(405) 325-4929.   
 
“I want to thank those students who worked with me to discuss the best possible solutions for our 
University community,” Boren said.  “Cooperation among our students and staff allowed us to formulate 
initiatives we feel will be beneficial to all of our students.”   
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